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Hervey's MEDITATIONS.
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and is not for me to alter. What is it then that I am c am desiring to become charitable myself; and why ir plainly say so? Is there shame in it, or impiety? Th laudable: why should I form designs to hide it?
' Or is it, perhaps, better to be brought about by inclire and in this artful manner ? Alas ! who is it that I wou! on ? From whom can it be, in this commerce, that I clesi any thing ? When, as my Saviour commands me, I ha' into my closet, and shut my door, there are but two partie my devotions, GOD and my own heart; which of the I deceiving ?'
He wished to have more books, and, upon inq there were any in the house, was told that a wt some, which were brought to him ; but I recollect them, except Hervey's Meditations. He thought < ly of this admired book. He treated it with ridi would not allow even the scene of the dying Husl Father to be pathctick1. I am not an impartial ju Hervey's Meditations engaged my affections in i years. He read a passage concerning the moon, luc and shewed how easily he could, in the same stj reflections on that planet, the very reverse of Hervi resenting her as treacherous to mankind. He did much humour ; but I have not preserved the particu then indulged a playful fancy, in making a Mcdita Pudding*, of which I hastily wrote down, in his pres following note ; which, though imperfect, may serv my readers some idea of it.
MEDITATION ON A PUDDING.
' LiiT us seriously reflect of what a pudding is compos composed of: flour that once waved in the golden grain, i
1 The passage begins :—'A servant or two from a rcvcrir cast many a wishful look, and condole their honoured ma language of sighs.' Hervey's Meditations, cd. 1748, i. 40.
a /Aii. 84.
3 The Meditation was perhaps partly suggested by Swift tion itpott a Broomstick. Swift's Works (1803), iii. 275,Johnson.
